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​Speaking to the heart of who we are as people, with
folksongs and familiar tunes about humanity, peace,
and resilience. Featuring Stephen Chatman's "Due
West" and the world premier of David Pagel's
"Nothing Gold Can Stay," written for the Mount
Vernon Chamber Singers.

NEXT CONCERT: A PLACE IN TIME

Sunday, June 8, 2025 | 5:30pm
$15 Suggested Donation
Aldersgate UMC
1301 Collingwood Rd, Alexandria, VA

Director’s Note

Growing up in New England, snow is a common part of life. I’m
sure we are all familiar with a ‘snowman,’ which is something
children often love to make. My young nieces are no exception.
First, one packs a small snowball, places it on the snowy
ground, and begins to push. With each push, the ball grows and
grows. Eventually, the little ball becomes big and is ready to be
placed within the structure of the soon-to-be snowman. This is
how I see the Mount Vernon Chamber Singers: With each
concert, each push, the snowball grows and grows. 

This inaugural season has been a moving and inspirational one,
as we’ve witnessed our community snowball. We are a
wonderful, passionate, and deeply-connected collection of
music-lovers that value the deep impact music makes on our
home. The Mount Vernon Chamber Singers are proud and
honored to be a part of it!

I announced a short time ago that my wife and I are moving to
Boston, so I can begin my doctoral studies in conducting with
the hopes of one day working at the collegiate level. This
community, which I have worked so hard for, is something I
cherish. I am reminded that something truly good will outlast
each of us. Although I was not expecting my time to be short,
the Mount Vernon Chamber Singers is much larger than any one
of us. Our President, Singers, and New Artistic Director are eager
and excited to keep making music for our community!

Kevin Lackie
Founder & Artistic Director, Mount Vernon Chamber Singers

From Artistic Director, Kevin Lackie
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Are You Connected with Us?

@MountVernonChamberSingers

Dr. James Wolter currently serves as Associate Professor of Music at

NOVA - Annandale Community College with prior positions at Cornell

University, Syracuse University, Hobart and William Smith Colleges,

and the Eastman School of Music. During his seven years teaching in

the public schools (St. Francis, MN and Fargo, ND), Dr. Wolter’s

colleagues presented him with the Outstanding New Choral Director

of the Year at the 2014 ND ACDA Conference. He holds an

undergraduate degree from Concordia College working with Dr.

René Clausen, masters degree from Ithaca College studying under

Dr. Janet Galván, and doctoral degree from the Eastman School of

Music under the mentorship of Dr. William Weinert. At Eastman, he

became a finalist for awards recognizing contributions in the fields

of both musicology and graduate teaching. Both he and his husband

moved to the DMV area after finishing their respective terminal

degrees and currently enjoy staying active in the area. 

Introducing the New Artistic Director
Meet Dr. James Wolter

A Peek at the Music
MVCS is proud to embark on a new journey: presenting the World Premier of a new piece by an exceptional composer.

“Nothing Gold Can Stay” was composed by Dr. David Pegel specifically for the Mount Vernon Chamber Singers. This is what

he has to say about the piece:

“As a composer, I have always been very passionate about the marriage of text and music, and believe that great choir music

demands a great text. I was inspired to write ”Nothing Gold Can Stay” after taking a trip to New York to see The Outsiders on

Broadway, the book being a favorite of mine as a teenager. Not only was the play itself inspiring, but also the role that Robert

Frost's poem "Nothing Gold Can Stay" plays in the story—and it made me very excited to find out that Robert Frost's poetry is

now in the public domain, so I could start writing it. 

The poem "Nothing Gold Can Stay" is a poem about the ending of good things, even when they are replaced by other

beautiful things. I moved to Virginia and changed careers only this past year, which has been the start of an amazing thing.

But oftentimes I still think about what had to end in my life for this journey to begin. More so, to quote the end of The

Outsiders, much like the fading bassline at the end of the piece, I find myself pondering all the ways in life we can "stay gold"

after all.”


