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Crafted to be a journey for the listener. First,

beginning in a dark, minor-key world, and moving

through a major theme that leads to being hopeful.

This program features Byrd's "Mass for Four Voices”

Enrico Miaroma’s “Light,” and the late Alice Parker’s

“Bright Morning Stars.”

NEXT CONCERT: ILLUMINATE THE DARK

Sunday, March 23, 2025 | 5:30pm
$15 Suggested Donation
Aldersgate UMC
1301 Collingwood Rd, Alexandria, VA

Director’s Note

Welcome to the Mount Vernon Chamber Singers community!

We are so thankful that you came out to our inaugural concert

last November to enjoy “A Stream of Serenity.” We were deeply

moved by the large audience our first concert attracted, and the

spirit of community we felt from each of you. This burst of

energy powers our rehearsals, as we are so eager to meet with

you again to share more music.

The exciting part about being a new group is that our future is

full of possibilities. Our Choir Leadership has spent much time

dreaming about our future. Top of that list being that our sights

are firmly fixed on becoming a non-profit organization. We

know that reaching this milestone will allow us to expand our

community outreach and ensure we keep making music at a

high-quality level. 

We can’t wait to see you again at our next two concerts of the

2024-2025 Inaugural Season: “Illuminate the Dark” on Sunday,

March 23rd, and “A Place in Time” on Sunday, June 8th. 

Until next time,

Kevin Lackie

Founder & Artistic Director, Mount Vernon Chamber Singers

From Artistic Director, Kevin Lackie



YouTube Instagram

Are You Connected with Us?

@MountVernonChamberSingers

For as long as I’ve been living in this area, I’ve been singing with community choral groups such as Alexandria Choral Society,

the Alexandria Singers, and Capitol Hill Chorale. It’s a delight to sing with these groups but at every concert I’m reminded that

I know very few of the people in the audience. Those groups are supported and the concerts attended by the folks in those

neighborhoods. For years I’ve dreamed of having that caliber of choral singers in this area, where my friends and neighbors

could be the audience. And here we are! The Mount Vernon Chamber Singers are right here in our “neck of the woods”. At our

first concert in November, I looked out at the attendees and saw people I knew from around the block, from my church, from

next door, from Safeway even! It made my heart sing. Thank you for coming and I hope you’ll attend our next concert on

March 23. I’ll be looking for you! I’ll be singing for you!

"When art is created, it is

not created by an

individual. 

A culture, a people, a time,

and a place created it."

-George C. Wolfe

The President’s Desk
From the President of the Board, Deborah Jones

A Peek at the Music
“Illuminate the Dark” has many stunning pieces that we are excited to perform. First, our program will open in a special way

with the world premier of Processional on ‘Poor Wayfarin’ Stranger’. You’ll hear how simple, yet haunting this piece sets up

this program about growing from sorrow into hope. Throughout the program, MVCS is performing English Renaissance

composer William  Byrd’s Mass for Four Voices. What makes Byrd’s mass settings unique, there are three of them, is that he

was not allowed to write them. He was Catholic at a time when it was not accepted in England. Sadly, his sacred

compositions were hidden from the world. However, great music can never be kept away for long, as it is now one of the most

popular Renaissance masses to perform. Sprinkled throughout the program and the finale are many well-known tunes and

hymns that are sung in ways that are not often heard. Do you know This Little Light of Mine? How about Lead, Kindly Light? I’m

sure you know Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star! What about the folk tune Bright Morning Stars? As if that weren’t enough, we are

thrilled for one final venture... This program will feature a song by our tenors and basses, and other by our sopranos and

altos. We hope you’re getting as excited as we are - you won’t want to miss this concert!


